This section sets forth requirements that the operator
must follow for preshift examinations.  The provisions are
similar to the 1952 act provisions, except that they apply to
all underground coal mines and except for four additional
requirements.  These are:  (1) An anemometer or other
acceptable device capable of measuring the velocity of an
air current is required, (2) an examination of belt conveyors
is required, (3) the preshift examination is to be made
3 hours prior to a coal-producing shift instead of 4 hours,
and (4) the inspector may require that the preshift examina-
tion include examinations for hazards and standards violations
not specified in the section.  No miner may enter the under-
ground portion of a mine until the preshift examination is
completed, the examiner's report is transmitted to the surface
and actually recorded, and until hazardous conditions or
standards violations are corrected.

The reason for these changes are:

1.  The preshift examiner cannot possibly determine the
velocity of an air current without a device capable of
measuring the velocity;

2.  Many mine fires occur along belt conveyors as a
result of defective electric wiring, overheated bearings, and
friction; therefore, an examination of the belt conveyors is
necessary; and

3.  The hour for beginning of the preshift examination
was changed to Insure an examination as near as possible to
the beginning of the shift.  Changes occur so rapidly in the
mines that it is imperative the examinations be made as near
as possible to the time the workmen enter the mine.  The
3-hour time was recommended as far back as 1944; and

4.  A careful preshift examination may disclose hazards
other than those caused by lack of proper ventilation and
thereby prevent loss of life and injury.

Legislative History at 183.

In essence, the House-Senate Conference Committee adopted the House
version and the Conference Report states as follows:

Subsection (d) sets forth requirements that the operator
must follow for preshift examinations. These provisions are
similar to the 1952 act provisions, except that they apply
to all underground coal mines before all shifts, not just
production shifts, and except for several additional require-
ments including (1) an anemometer or other acceptable device
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